2439 Rich nations have a grave moral responsibility toward those which are unable to ensure the
means of their development by themselves or have been prevented from doing so by tragic
historical events. It is a duty in solidarity and charity; it is also an obligation in justice if the
prosperity of the rich nations has come from resources that have not been paid for fairly.

2442 1t is not the role of the Pastors of the Church to intervene directly in the political structuring
and organization of social life. This task is part of the vocation of the lay faithful, acting on their
own initiative with their fellow citizens. Social action can assume various concrete forms. It
should always have the common good in view and be in conformity with the message of the
Gospel and the teaching of the Church. It is the role of the laity "to animate temporal realities
with ChgiS%tian commitment, by which they show that they are witnesses and agents of peace and
justice."

2423 The Church's social teaching proposes principles for reflection; it provides criteria for
judgment; it gives guidelines for action:

Any system in which social relationships are determined entirely by economic factors is contrary to the
nature of the human person and his acts.”?

2424 A theory that makes profit the exclusive norm and ultimate end of economic activity is
morally unacceptable. The disordered desire for money cannot but produce perverse effects. It is
one of the causes of the many conflicts which disturb the social order.*”*

A system that "subordinates the basic rights of individuals and of groups to the collective
organization of production" is contrary to human dignity.”** Every practice that reduces persons
to nothing more than a means of profit enslaves man, leads to idolizing money, and contributes
to the spread of atheism. "You cannot serve God and mammon."**



